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Lumber Prices:  SPF R/L 2X4 

Source: Madison’s Canadian Lum-
ber Reporter 
(www.madisonsreport.com) 

Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006 

 
For information about SLA 2006 
please see the following websites: 
 
Government of Canada: 
www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/eicb/softwood/menu-
en.asp 
 
Government of BC: 
www.for.gov.bc.ca/HET/softwood 

Week of February 12  262 

Previous Week 248 

Previous Month 280 

Year Ago 344 

 

The importance of the Moun-
tain Pine Beetle in defining BC 
policy issues continues to grow 
as the infestation spreads.  
What is the environmental 
impact and risk of large stands 
of dead and dying timber?  
What is the economic impact?  
What is the fire risk to commu-
nities?  What is the “shelf life” 
of standing beetle-killed pine?  
What are the energy opportuni-
ties for residuals?  The conse-
quences of the infestation will 
be felt for decades – by the 
forest industry, communities 
and by extension the govern-
ment programs and services 
that rely on the contributions 

made by the industry and its 
employees. 
 
The implications and issues 
of the Beetle are far more 
important to British Columbi-
ans than those presented by 
the few thousand trees blown 
down in Stanley Park last 
December.  Yet the degree of 
public and media attention 
and concern is disproportion-
ately small.  We need to do 
more to ensure that the impli-
cations of the Beetle are un-
derstood and addressed. 
 
To hear the latest news and 
views on these pressing is-

sues be sure to attend COFI’s 
Annual Convention in Prince 
George on April 12 and 13. 
 
 

 
 
 

John Allan 

President’s Memo 

Register Now for COFI Annual Convention—
April 12—13, 2007, Prince George, B.C. 
Early bird registration pricing is 
still in effect… Join us in Prince 
George, on April 12th and 13th, 
2007, at the Prince George 
Civic Centre, for an opportunity 
to explore Partners in Sustain-
ability with the BC forest indus-
try.   
 
The two day convention will 
provide panel sessions and 
events of interest to industry 
CEOs, Vice Presidents, market-
ing and production managers, 
senior representatives from 
suppliers and equipment firms, 
law firms, financial institutions, 
senior federal, provincial and 
local government officials, 
chambers of commerce, May-
ors, MLAs and MPs, as well as 
local, regional and national 
media.  This event will bring 
together key industry, govern-
ment, customer and commu-
nity representatives to identify 
opportunities, challenges, 
strategies and successes as 
we partner in maintaining and 
enhancing sustainability prac-
tices, particularly in the wake 

of the province’s mountain 
pine beetle epidemic.  We 
encourage you to register 
early to avoid disappoint-
ment.  This convention will 
undoubtedly be of the caliber 
that our sponsors, exhibitors 
and delegates have come to 
expect.   
 
There will be something for 
everyone:  executive panels 
on key issues,  a Report Card 
on BC’s competitiveness,  an 
up to date Market Outlook,  
new this year  -- a Media 
Panel on Public Perceptions 
of the Industry, four Beetle 
Action Coalitions reporting on 
the challenges facing commu-
nities post bee-
tle,  review six 
months into the  
Softwood Lum-
ber Agreement 
2006 and a sus-
tainability panel.  
Speakers include 
senior forest 
industry spokes-
persons, econo-

mists and analysts, local Gov-
ernment and First Nations 
leaders, academics, media 
and provincial and federal 
members.  See our website at 
www.cofi.org for current pro-
gram and speaker informa-
tion.  Over 50 supplier exhib-
its, and abundant networking 
opportunities, including the 
traditional Networking Recep-
tion on Thursday evening.    
 
For registration information, 
see www.cofi.org or contact 
our Convention Manager, 
Judy Neiser by phone at 
(250)  614-4353, fax 
(250) 564-3588 or e-mail: 
ac2007@cofi.org.  



 UK Government Endorses Certification 
Standards Used in British Columbia 
The United Kingdom’s Cen-
tral Point of Expertise on 
Timber (CPET) has given the 
government seal of approval 
to all of the forest certifica-
tion programs used in British 
Columbia. 
 
After reviewing the five forest 
certification programs most 
often encountered in tenders 
and sales to the UK central 
government, CPET was able 
to assure government de-
partments that they were 
buying timber from responsi-
ble sources. 
 
It found that the four pro-
grams used in British Colum-
bia – the Canadian Stan-
dards Association’s Sustain-
able Forest Management 
Standard (CSA), Forest Stew-
ardship Council (FSC), Pro-
gramme for the Endorse-
ment of Forest Certification 

(PEFC) and Sustainable For-
estry Initiative (SFI) – all meet 
the UK government’s criteria 
for legality and sustainability. 
The review report is posted on 
the CPET website:  
www.proforest.net/cpet/
documents. 
 
“We have a responsibility, as 
major purchasers of timber, to 
do what we can to ensure that 
timber is legal and from sus-
tainably managed forests 
wherever possible,” UK Biodi-
versity Minister Barry Gardiner 
said. “The government is confi-
dent that the systems in place 
are robust and that these 
schemes provide credible as-
surance of responsible timber 
procurement. I urge forest 
owners and managers to adopt 
their standards.” 
 
At the end of 2006, British 
Columbia had 42.6 million 

hectares (105.3 million 
acres) certified to one of 
three globally recognized 
programs – CSA, FSC and 
SFI. 
 
The BC Market Outreach 
Network has a search tool on 
its website that lets custom-
ers learn more about certi-
fied lands in British Colum-
bia and identify suppliers in 
the province who can offer 
certified forest products 
demonstrated by a valid 
chain-of-custody certificate. 
It has also posted a fact 
sheet that illustrates how the 
programs support sustain-
able forest management. 
 
For more information go the 
BCMON website: 
www.bcforestinformation.com/ 
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New Japan Director Appointed 

 
Shawn Lawlor has been appointed 
by COFI/CanadaWood to assume 
the position of Japan Director 
based in Tokyo, effective April 1, 
2007. 
 
Shawn has an extensive back-
ground in forest products market-
ing for SPF and BC coastal species 
and is currently serving as Tem-
bec’s Sales Manager responsible 
for Industrial and Specialty Prod-
ucts, including offshore sales. 
Shawn has lived and studied in 
Japan and is fluent in the Japa-
nese language. 
 
As Japan Director for the Canada 
Wood Group (CWG) Tokyo office, 
Shawn will be responsible for deliv-
ering the industry’s market access 
and SPF promotional programs as 
well coordinating with other CWG 
partners and running the adminis-
trative requirements of the office. 
 
For more information contact Paul 
Newman, Director Market Access 
and Trade, by telephone at: 
(604) 891-1215 or e-mail at:  
newman@cofi.org. 

Wood Solutions Fair 

 
Tuesday, March 13 
Vancouver Convention and Exhibi-
tion Centre 
 
Topics include: 
 
• Impacts & Opportunities for Blue 

Stain Pine on BC Wood Products 
• Efficiency with Wood 
• Durability and Wood 
• Innovative Timber Frame Con-

struction 
 
For more information and registra-
tion go to the Canada Wood Coun-
cil website:  www.cwc.ca. 
 
 

The 2010 Olympic and Para-
lympic Winter Games in Van-
couver and Whistler will be a 
showcase for the use of Brit-
ish Columbia forest products, 
showing how wood can be 
used for commercial, indus-
trial, public and recreational 
facilities. 
 
 

For example, the Richmond 
Speed Skating Oval will feature 
a roof with a unique wave de-
sign made from British Colum-
bia wood that will offer supe-
rior acoustics. The roof will use 
arched trusses and rafters and 
a curvature in the surface pan-
els will create a rippled appear-
ance. It will cover more than 
2.6 ha (6.5 acres) and use 

about one million board feet 
of primarily pine beetle lum-
ber and 19,000 sheets of 
4x8 plywood. 
 
Thanks to BCMON for this 
story.  See the BCMON web-
site for more information: 
www.bcforestinformation.com. 

2010 Olympics to Showcase Wood Products 

Gary Lunn, federal Minister 
of Natural Resources, has 
announced funding of 
$127.5 million to address 
long-term competitiveness in 
the forest industry. 
 
“Our goal is a strong, com-
petitive and sustainable for-
est products industry,” said 
Minister Lunn. “We will work 
with the provinces and indus-
try to position Canada as a 

leader in new technologies, 
products and markets.” 
 
An investment of $122.5 mil-
lion will support three initia-
tives led by Natural Resources 
Canada: promoting innovation 
and investment in the forest 
sector, expanding market op-
portunities, and developing a 
national forest pest strategy. In 
addition, $5 million is ear-
marked for Human Resources 
and Social Development Can-

ada (HRSDC) to form a Hu-
man Resource Forest Sector 
Council that will help identify 
and address skills and ad-
justment issues in the indus-
try. 
 
For more information see the 
Natural Resources Canada 
website: www.nrcan.gc.ca. 
 

NRCan Funding Announced 



BC Forest Safety Council Appoints Safety Advocates 
The BC Forest Safety Council 
has assigned its first two safety 
advocates as part of its SAFE 
Companies program - an initia-
tive to develop, certify and con-
duct annual audits on the effec-
tiveness of safety programs in 
all forestry companies.  
 
The first safety advocate ap-
pointees are John Gooding of 
Williams Lake and Neil Camp-
bell of Penticton. Both bring 
extensive forest experience to 
their new roles. Gooding worked 
for Lignum Limited out of Wil-
liams Lake for 20 years, part of 

which was spent as a logging 
supervisor. Along with being a 
safety advocate, he works 
with small contractors to de-
velop Environmental Manage-
ment Systems (EMS) and 
safety programs. Campbell, a 
certified faller, is also a Quali-
fied Supervisor Trainer (QST) 
for fallers and has over 28 
years experience in the indus-
try.  
 
The safety advocates will per-
form two important roles: 
working with the forest indus-
try in their area to promote 

safe practices and attitudes 
as well as working with small 
and medium-sized forest har-
vesting firms, guiding them in 
the development and imple-
mentation of effective safety 
programs and procedures 
leading up to their audits.  
 
Safety advocates will be lo-
cated throughout the prov-
ince, particularly in those 
areas where the industry is 
the most active. In terms of 
assistance to companies, the 
initial focus of the Safety Ad-
vocate Program will be with 
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COFI and CWC WoodWORKS! Co‐host Community Speakers’ Tour 
on Wood Products for the Future 

firms of fewer than 20 em-
ployees that have applied to 
the Council to have a safety 
advocate assigned to them. 
The advocate will assess cur-
rent safety programs and 
provide recommendations for 
improvement.  
 
For more information go to 
the BC Forest Safety Council 
website: 
www.bcforestsafe.org.  
 
 

COFI and the Canadian Wood 
Council's WoodWORKS! Pro-
gram sponsored a northern 
communities speaker's tour 
January 29 – February 2nd, 
featuring Peter Moonen, a 
value-added wood specialist.  
Peter's presentation, "Wood 
products for the future - inno-
vation to add value and en-
hance sustainability" was very 
well received in the communi-
ties of Terrace, Smithers, 
Houston, Burns Lake, Fort St. 
James, Mackenzie, Vander-
hoof and Quesnel. 
 
Peter spoke at special func-
tions hosted in conjunction 
with local Chambers of Com-
merce and Rotary Clubs 
where there was much inter-
est in how to affordably incor-
porate wood products into 
large scale construction pro-
jects. Peter also met privately 
with a number of community 
leaders and administrators to 
discuss the value of using 
wood in some specific upcom-
ing community capital pro-
jects. 
 
Highlights of the tour included 
visiting local buildings and 
discussing possibilities for the 
future and getting the word 

out about building sustain-
able buildings which are both 
endearing and enduring. 
 
The tour presentations saw 
terrific turn out from each of 
the communities and many 
attendees were interested in 
hearing more from COFI and 
CWC in the future. 

For more information contact: 
 
Peter Moonen, Special Pro-
jects, Canadian Wood Council 
WoodWORKS! Project, by 
phone at: (877) 929-9663, 
extension 5 or by e-mail at: 
pmoonen@wood-works.org    
 
or 

Chris Lear, COFI Northern 
Operations, by phone at: 
(250) 614-4352 or by e-mail 
at: lear@cofi.org. 

Peter Moonen, CWC WoodWORKS! Director of Special Projects stands next to Fort St. James CAO, 
Nigel Black in the Fort St. James Council Chambers.  The Chambers, and the new District office, 
feature wood extensively throughout, with stunning effect 



 Southern Interior Forest Education Update 
In the Okanagan/
Columbia region, the 
Grade 3 teaching kit 
"Community Develop-
ment, The History of Log-
ging" in use for almost ten 
years, will be  reviewed and 
updated to keep it relevant 
to present school curricu-
lum and industry technol-
ogy. It is expected this pro-
ject will be completed by 
Fall 2007 and will be avail-
able to teachers in the 
Okanagan-Columbia and 
Thompson zones, and pos-
sibly other areas of the 
Southern Interior.   
 
Also in the Okanagan, the 
ILA's Trades Convention 
held in Vernon this April will 
again have a forestry ca-
reer fair component, with 
most of BC's post-
secondary forestry and 
trades faculties represented 
and many local high school 
students attending.   
 
Elementary school presen-
tations for National Forest 
Week are presently being 
developed, based on the 
story of a tree, from the 
forest to the mill, and will be 
delivered by numerous 
industry volunteers in April 
and May across the South-
ern Interior.    
 
Forest education in the 
Cariboo has seen a new 
educator come on board 
this year. Al Menduk is a 
former science teacher and 
woodlot manager who has 
taken over from past edu-
cators Gail Wallin and Mau-
reen LeBourdais. He has 
been visiting many schools 
to do class presentations 
and to introduce himself to 
local teachers and looks 
forward to the challenges 
and rewards of his new 
job!!  
 
West Kootenay forest edu-
cation has also seen a 
change in forest educators 

with the departure of Nancie 
Dohan to take on a career as 
a naturalist on eco-sailboats 
off BC's coast. A new educa-
tor has yet to be named in 
that region, but coordinator 
Kevin Nichol plans to con-
tinue promoting forest educa-
tion through events, tours 
and presentations in that 
zone.  
 
East Kootenay forest educa-
tion also continues to be ac-
tive through teacher Pro D 
events and many class pres-
entations at all school levels.  
 
In the Thompson, the forest 
education van visited 
schools in Merritt and Kam-
loops in the fall and teachers 
participated in forestry work-
shops at a Professional Day 
event at Isobel Lake Interpre-
tive Forest. A  very success-
ful three day "Intro to For-
estry" camp  was help at 
McQueen Lake, Environ-
mental Education Center, 
north of Kamloops, with stu-
dents receiving instruction 
from BCIT, TRU and Selkirk 
forestry instructors on topics 
such as fire management, 
silviculture, forest measure-
ments, ecology and search 
and rescue.    
 

The conference committee 
for ForestEDWest 2008 is 
pleased to announce that 
this Western Canadian forest 
education conference is 
coming to BC next year.  
Kelowna's Manteo Resort 
has been chosen as the site 
for the January 24-27/08 
event and committee mem-
bers are busily planning to 
make this another successful 
and worthwhile event for the 
wide range of stakeholders 
attending.  
 
Please forward the following 
ForestEDWest address 
along to any contacts who 
may be interested in pre-
senting or attending: 
www.forestedwest.ca.  
 
To read more about forest 
ed events and news taking 
place in BC's Interior and 
beyond, see the January 
2007 edition of the Learn 
Forestry News on the Learn 
Forestry website: 
www.learnforestry.com.  
  
For further information, con-
tact Deb Bazett by phone at 
(250) 860-9663 or by email: 
bazett@cofi.org.  
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Peter N. Affleck Memorial Gradu-
ate Scholarship in Forest Policy 
 
COFI members and staff were sad-
dened and shocked at the un-
timely passing of Peter Affleck, 
Vice President Forestry, on May 1, 
2006.  In memory of Peter, the 
Council of Forest Industries estab-
lished the Peter N. Affleck Memo-
rial Graduate Scholarship in Forest 
Policy at the University of B.C.   
 
Peter was recognized across Can-
ada as a dedicated, effective and 
highly respected advocate for the 
forest sector.  Providing assistance 
to young people in developing 
knowledge and a passion for good 
forest policy is something we are 
confident will be considered a fit-
ting tribute to Peter. 
 
Please consider making a contribu-
tion today as we must raise a mini-
mum amount before the University 
can formally establish the scholar-
ship.  Contributions are tax de-
ductible.   
 
Cheques should be made out to:  
UBC – Peter N. Affleck Scholarship 
Fund and mailed to: 
 
Dan Worsley 
Associate Director 
Awards, Gifts and Estate Planning 
The University of British Columbia 
Suite 500 – 5950 University 
Boulevard 
Vancouver, B.C.   
V6T 1Z3 


