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Lumber Prices:  SPF R/L 2X4 

$US/1,000 fbm 

Source: Madison’s Canadian Lum-
ber Reporter 
(www.madisonsreport.com) 

Week of April 14 215 

Previous Week 215 

Previous Month 190 

Year Ago 235 

Dr. Bruce Fraser, Chair, Forest 
Practices Board recently gave a 
speech “Good at the Small” 
which I commend you to read.  
While one may not agree with 
all of Bruce’s observations his 
comment that we are regulat-
ing and managing the 
“minutiae of forest industry 
practices” while “forestry itself 
is rapidly retreating from the 
scene, mills closing, competi-
tors advancing, beetles munch-
ing, “carbon” replacing “fibre” 
in our technical jargon and 
climate volatility accelerating 
before our rarely upturned 
eyes.” caught my attention. 
 
And this was on top of an arti-
cle I had read just an hour  
earlier that the Mountain Pine 
Beetle was going to cause the 
release of CO2 equivalent 
Greenhouse Gas equal to five 
times that of the transportation 
sector in Canada over the 
years 2000-2020.  In what has 
to be the understatement of 
the year the highly respected 

author, Dr. Werner Kurz said 
“So these are very big num-
bers.” 
 
So what’s my point?  Well 
there are only so many hours 
in the day and only so many 
tasks one can take on at any 
given time. Without going into 
detail we are managing on all 
fronts—from the micro to the 
macro and it’s time we put 
down tools on the former 
while we concentrate on the 
latter.  For example, govern-
ment needs to cease micro 
management of the industry 
and clearly lay out in some 
detail its climate change pro-
gram including integration of 
the cap and trade system 
with the carbon tax and any 
and all economic modeling 
and impact analysis.  We 
already have enough uncer-
tainty on the land base with-
out additional piling on. 
 
And on several fronts we are 
managing far too slowly.  The 

current crisis in forestry was 
evident mid 2007 as the mar-
ket deteriorated, the dollar 
appreciated and climate 
change moved to a high prior-
ity.  Market forces and nature 
wait for no one.   
 
I wish the members of the 
Working Roundtable well as 
the stakes are extremely high 
and the power of the forces 
we face is daunting.  At risk is 
BC’s core business, the rea-
son for being of many of our 
communities and the eco-
nomic stability of tens of thou-
sands of families.  Do we 
have the right goal in focus, 
the right consultation process 
and the needed minds en-
gaged to meet the challenge 
of emerging from this crisis 
period stronger, more vibrant 
and competitive.  Clearly 
those are critical questions 
we must all face. 
 
 
 John Allan 

President’s Memo 

2008 Convention in Kelowna a Big Success 
“A big success” is the feedback 
from attendees of the COFI 
2008 Convention.  Over 420 
delegates from across Canada, 
the US and Japan, including 
local government leaders from 
throughout the BC interior, 
attended.  We thank our spon-
sors, exhibitors, registrants and 
speakers for making the event 
a stand out for everyone. 
 
Leading off at the conference 
was Minister of Forests & 
Range Rich Coleman, who 
highlighted the steps he is 
taking to address the competi-
tiveness challenges of the in-
dustry as well as the work of 
the Forestry Roundtable. 
 
The conference provided par-
ticipants with perspectives 
from a panel on “Customer’s 

Wants and Needs”, com-
ments on climate change 
policy from Mark Jaccard, as 
well as Don Roberts of CIBC 
on “The Convergence of the 
Fuel, Food and Fibre Mar-
kets”.  
 
At the Thursday luncheon 
Premier Gordon Campbell 
spoke on the critical chal-
lenges facing the forest indus-
try and opportunities to find 
new markets and solutions in 
the face of the US market 
collapse.  Premier Campbell 
announced almost $25 mil-
lion for reforestation, forest 
health initiatives and to mar-
ket BC’s forest products.  
 
Friday morning saw Natural 
Resources Minister Gary Lunn 
highlight the importance of 

the Canada Wood Export Pro-
gram.  Mikael Eliasson, Chair-
man CEI-Bois, described the 
pan-European wood advocacy 
work.  The last session focus-
sed on the Canadian forest 
industry goal to become car-
bon neutral by 2015, featur-
ing Avrim Lazar of FPAC and 
Lorne Johnson, Former Na-
tional Forestry Advisor and 
Ottawa Bureau Director for 
WWF - Canada. 
 
Visit the conference page on 
COFI’s website: www.cofi.org/
whats_new/default.htm 
to access copies of the speak-
ers' presentations. 
 
See page 2 for Convention 
photos and mark your calen-
dar for next year in Prince 
George on April 1-3. 

Join us! 

 

COFI Annual Convention 2009 

Prince George, April 2-3, 2009 
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BC Forest Safety Council Training Courses 
Available 
There are 9 scheduled courses 
for the Small Employer OHS 
Training running through into 
May. Training dates and loca-
tions are as follows: 
 
• April 10-11 – Nanaimo (FULL) 
• April 15-16 – Campbell River 
• April 22-23 – Fort St. John 
• May 5-6 – Port Clements 
• May 6-7 – Kamloops 
• May 8-9 – Penticton 
• May 15-16 - Smithers 
• May 26-27 – Quesnel 
• May 29-30 – Prince George 
 
There are 25 scheduled Individ-
ual Owner Operator (IOO) SAFEty 
Courses available throughout 
the province. The IOO SAFEty 
course provides an overview of 
the safety responsibilities of an 
IOO and how to use the SAFEty 
Log to make your SAFE certifica-
tion easy and straightforward. It 
is a 1/2 day course starting in 
the morning with an optional 
session in the afternoon. Atten-
dance is a mandatory part of the 
SAFE certification process. 
 
• April 11 - Quesnel 
• April 14 – Prince George – 

truckers  (FULL) 
• April 15 – Prince George 
• April 17 – Vanderhoof (FULL) 

• April 21 – Nanaimo – fallers 
(FULL) 

• April 21 - Duncan 
• April 21 – Fort St. John 

(FULL) 
• April 23 – Campbell River - 

fallers (FULL) 
• April 24 – Powell River 
• April 24 - Chetwynd 
• April 26 – Williams Lake  - 

truckers 
• April 28 – Salmon Arm 
• April 28 – Houston (FULL) 
• April 29 – Burns Lake 
• April 29 – Golden 
• April 30 – Kamloops (FULL) 
• May 1 – Vernon 
• May 2 – Fort St. James 
• May 2 – Clearwater 
• May 5 – Princeton 
• May 5 - Nakusp 
• May 7 – Squamish 
• May 8 – Kamloops 
• May 8 - Langley 
• May 9 – Port Clements 
• May 30 – Campbell River 
 
There are currently 3 sched-
uled Internal Auditor training 
courses: 
 
• April 16-18 - Prince George 
• May 5-7 - Kamloops 
• June 2-4 - Campbell River  
 
 

Supervisor training courses 
are also scheduled: 
 
• Basic Forest Supervisor  - 

April 11-12 – Williams Lake 
(FULL) 

• Basic Forest Supervisor  - 
April 14-15  - Prince George  
(FULL) 

• Basic Forest Supervisor  - 
April 24-25 – Courtenay 
(FULL) 

• Basic Forest Supervisor  - 
April 28-29 – Courtenay 
(FULL) 

• Basic Forest Supervisor  - 
May 7-8 – Port Clements 

• Basic Forest Supervisor  - 
June 5-6 – Williams Lake 

• Basic Forest Supervisor  - 
June 9-10 – Prince George 

• Falling Supervisor – April 
16-18 – Prince George 

• Falling Supervisor – April 30 
– May 2 – Courtenay 

 
For updated information check 
the Council’s Training calendar 
at: www.bcforestsafe.org/
content-program-safeco/
program-safeco-12-
calendar.htm. 
 

Every year, WorkSafeBC, along 
with the B.C. Federation of La-
bour and the Business Council 
of British Columbia, co-host a 
public ceremony in Vancouver to 
remember workers who have 
lost their lives as a result of 
work-related accidents or occu-
pational diseases.  
 
The Day of Mourning was initi-
ated by the Canadian Labour 
Congress in 1984. Canada was 
the first country to recognize the 
day formally and today, 24 years 
later, the Day of Mourning is 
observed throughout the world. 

Day of Mourning ceremonies 
will be held around the prov-
ince including Prince George, 
Penticton, Kelowna, Quesnel, 
Cranbrook, Nelson, Castlegar, 
and Trail.  
 
Families, workers, employers, 
and other interested parties 
are invited to attend many of 
these events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, includ-
ing a list of ceremonies around 
the province and a toolbox 
meeting guide, go to the Work-
SafeBC website: 
www.worksafebc.com/
news_room/campaigns/
day_of_mourning/default.asp. 

Day of Mourning:  April 28 

 

 

Forest and Resources Expo 
Seminars 
 
June 5th and 6th,  
Prince George 
 
Shared Industry Issues 
 
• Multi-Industry Resource 

Road Use 
• Engaging First Nations 
• Cutting Edge Technologies 
• Developing Asia-Pacific 

Opportunities 
• Industry Safety Associations 
• Safety Management Sys-

tems 
• Substance Abuse in the 

Workplace 
• The Workforce & Workplace 

of the Future 
 

Register on-line at:  
www.forestandresources.org. 



 

Premier Celebrates Six Billionth Tree Planted 
in B.C. 
KELOWNA – Premier Gordon 
Campbell and Forests and 
Range Minister Rich Cole-
man were joined by local 
community and industry 
leaders in a ceremony on 
April 17th to celebrate the 
planting of the six billionth 
tree in British Columbia since 
reforestation programs be-
gan in the 1930s. 
 
“This tree represents an 
incredible milestone in our 
ongoing commitment to sus-
tainable forest management 
here in British Columbia,” 
said Campbell. “British Co-
lumbia’s forests are a critical 
economic engine for our 
province, a treasured part of 
our natural heritage and a 
powerful ally in our fight 
against climate change. 
Since reforestation began in 
the 1930s, we estimate the 
seedlings planted have se-
questered two billion tonnes 
of CO2 over their lifetime. As 
we move towards our goal of 
net-zero deforestation in 

B.C., we’ll further build on this 
legacy of reforestation, and 
further strengthen our forest 
resource.” 
 
“Planting the six billionth tree 
symbolizes our approach to 
sustainable forest manage-
ment,” said Coleman. “We 
have nearly as much natural, 
diverse forest as we had 150 
years ago, while at the same 
time our forest sector is deliv-
ering long-term economic 
benefits to British Columbi-
ans.” 
 
“We are proud to have the six 
billionth tree planted in our 
community because it’s a great 
reminder of how we can all 
make a difference to make the 
world a better place,” said 
Kelowna Mayor Sharon 
Shepherd. “In Kelowna, we are 
working to ensure that our 
policies support a greener city 
for future generations.” 
 
“This is a major accomplish-
ment on the part of many peo-

ple – tree planters, nursery 
workers, forest companies, 
professional foresters and 
technicians, scientists and 
researchers, and govern-
ments,” said John Allan, presi-
dent of the Council of Forest 
Industries. “The forest indus-
try helped build this great 
province and, by planting hun-
dreds of millions of trees 
every year, we know our for-
ests and forest industry will 
remain a vital part of our fu-
ture.” 
 
The six billionth tree is a pon-
derosa pine, a native B.C. 
species and ecologically 
suited to growing in the 
Okanagan. It took 51 years 
from the time the first seed-
ling was planted in British 
Columbia in 1930 to the first 
billion milestone in 1981. The 
second billion mark was 
reached in 1989, the third 
billion in 1993, the fourth 
billion in 1997 and the fifth 
billion in 2002.  

A Publication of the Council of  
Forest Industries. 
 
COFI—Vancouver 
Suite 1501-700 West Pender St. 
Pender Place I Business Building 
Vancouver, B.C.   V6C 1G8 
Phone: (604) 684-0211  
Fax: (604) 687-4930 
 
COFI—North 
#400—1488 Fourth Avenue 
Prince George, BC   V2L 4Y2 
Phone: (250) 564-5136 
Fax: (250) 564-3588 
 
COFI—South 
360—1855 Kirschner Road 
Kelowna, BC   V1Y 4N7 
Phone: (250) 860-9663 
Fax: (250) 860-0009 
 
E-mail: info@cofi.org  
Website: www.cofi.org 
 
Editor:  Anne Mauch 
Desktop Publishing:  Anne Ho 
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Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006 

 
For information about SLA 2006 
please see the following websites: 
 
Government of Canada: 
www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/eicb/softwood/menu-
en.asp 
 
Government of BC: 
www.for.gov.bc.ca/HET/softwood 

PricewaterhouseCoopers 21st An-
nual Global Forest and Paper Indus-
try Conference  

Challenging times, winning strate-
gies.  
 
Learn how leading CEO's senior 
executives, analysts, customers and 
suppliers are addressing emerging 
trends and seizing new opportuni-
ties in this dynamic industry.  
 
8 May 2008  
Westin Bayshore Resort and Marina  
Vancouver, BC, Canada  
 
For further information visit: 
www.pwc.com/forestconf08  
 
Email: forestandpaper@ca.pwc.com  

Mountain Pine Beetle:  From Lessons Learned 
to Community‐Based Solutions 
June 10 — June 11, 2008 
University of Northern British 
Columbia, Prince George, BC 
 
Are you someone who devel-
ops policy, community or 
land use plans, or conducts 
management activities in 
forested areas affected by 
Mountain Pine Beetle? FOR-
REX Forest Research Exten-
sion Partnership, in collabo-
ration with a number of part-
ners, invites you invites you 
to Prince George, June 10-
11, 2008 to attend a confer-
ence to listen, contribute, 
explore, and discuss what we 
have learned as a result of 
the past four years of re-
search and other initiatives 
aimed at addressing the 
biological, environmental, 

and socio-economic questions 
and challenges associated 
with current mountain pine 
beetle epidemic, and how we 
can use this information to 
help us better plan and man-
age our natural resources now 
and in the future.  
 
The registration fee to attend 
the Mountain Pine Beetle Con-
ference is $150.  
Don't forget to RSVP for the 
wrap up banquet on the eve-
ning of June 11th. 
 
Registration Fee Refund Policy 
Participants are entitled to a 
full refund if notification in 
writing is received 10 days 
prior to the start of the event 
(please note that all cancella-
tions are subject to a minimum 

$25 processing fee); partici-
pants are entitled to a 50% 
refund if notification in writing 
is received 7-10 days prior to 
the start of the event; partici-
pants are not entitled to a 
refund if notification is re-
ceived less than 7 days prior 
to the start of the event.  
 
For more information, go to 
the FORREX website: 
www.forrex.org or contact Al 
Wiensczyk (Conference Chair) 
Extension Specialist, Ecosys-
tems and Stand Management 
FORREX Forest Research Ex-
tension Partnership by phone 
at: (250) 614-4354 or by e-
mail at: 
alan.Wiensczyk@forrex.org.   


