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Lumber Prices: SPF R/L 2X4 $US

Week of May 11 166
Previous Week 160
Previous Month 173
Year Ago 238

Source: Madison’s Canadian Lum-
ber Reporter
(www.madisonsreport.com)

In a World Hungry for Power—BC
Offers a Unique High-Fibre Diet!

CIF Annual General Meeting and
Conference - The Canadian Institute
of Forestry invites you to join us in
Nanaimo, BC where we will explore
emerging aspects of forest manage-
ment, climate change and bio-
energy. This year's theme
"Stewardship: Energizing forestry
through new strategies and partner-
ships" will unite the forest sector
with other critical players in the car-
bon marketplace. September 21 -
23, 2009.

Learn more here: www.viu.ca/cif/
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President’s Memo

B.C. is what economists call a
small open economy. In order
to thrive and grow we need
strong and robust trade flows
particularly in our resource
sectors. We also benefit when
there are no tariff or non-tariff
barriers to trade.

In short the B.C. economy and
its trading partners require
open competitive non-
subsidized markets in order to
maximize our provincial and/or
national income.

So it is with considerable alarm
that the U.S. economy, our
largest market and trading
partner, is seen to be marching
down the road of a “beggar thy
neighbour” policy—a policy that
benefits the U.S. at the ex-
pense of the rest of the world.

This is not the time for Buy

America, punitive trade meas-

ures disguised as climate
change policy or black liquor
tax credits. This is the time
for economic rationality and
reasoning to prevail over pro-
tectionist politics—our collec-
tive future are at stake.

There’s an old joke that goes
something like: “l went to a
boxing match and a hockey
game broke out.” In today’s
business context this could
be turned into: “I went on the
path to economic recovery
and a trade war broke out.”

It’s time for our politicians to

have the courage to put aside

their own political interests
for the good of the country
and indeed the global econ-
omy.

IN REVIEW
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John Allan

Quesnel Students Visit Dream Home Canada

From March 11 to March 24,
students and teachers from
The Quesnel School District
travelled to Shanghai as part
of a two-week long cultural
exchange. One of the high-
lights of their visit was the
opportunity to visit the Dream
Home Canada project. Dream
House Canada is a show home
and display centre designed to
highlight the properties and
beauty of building with wood. It
is one of the strategies to pro-
mote the use of B.C. wood
products in new markets. The
students were really impressed

by the structure itself and the
hospitality they received dur-
ing their visit.

They left the site with a feel-
ing of pride in the scope of
Canadian technology and the
versatility of B.C. forest prod-
ucts. Many thanks go to Chris
Lear (Prince George) and the
rest of the COFI staff at home
and abroad for facilitating the
visit.

Dan Broderick, Career Pro-
grams, Quesnel Secondary
School, School District No. 28
Quesnel.
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Southern Interior Forest Education Update

A new book for elementary stu-
dents titled, "The Logger's Al-
phabet", has been recently com-
pleted and printed for distribu-
tion, written by teacher Ter-
rianne Hawkings about her fam-
ily's logging operation in the
Kamloops Forest District. This
locally-developed book will ap-
peal to children with its alpha-
betized text and its close-up
photos of the big machines
used in the forest industry.
Featured this year at the ILA
2009 Tradeshow, copies of "The
Logger's Alphabet" were pur-
chased by COFI South Forest
Education and have been dis-
tributed to all elementary school
libraries in the Southern Inte-
rior.

The Interior Logging Associa-
tion's 2009 Tradeshow and
Convention held in mid April at
the Vernon Multiplex showcased
its large outdoor display of high-
tech forestry machines once
again and also included a sec-
ondary student forestry career
fair, organized by Okanagan/
Columbia forest educators. Stu-
dents attending the career fair
visited booths manned by par-
ticipating post-secondaries and
forestry associations, including
TRU, BCIT, UNBC, ABCFP/UBC,
the Canadian Women in Timber,
Silver Lake Forest Education
Society and the BC Federation
of Woodlot Associations. As

well, the ILA's forest education
van was on display for public
tours, along with a forest edu-
cation resource booth, hosted
by local forest educators from
the Okanagan/Columbia,
Thompson and COFI South
Forest Education.

The Interior Logging Associa-
tion's forest education van
made its first appearance in
2001 and has been a well-
used education tool in high
demand since then. In April,
COFI South Forest Education
hosted the van at Kelowna's
popular Family Environment
Day, assisted by a forest pro-
fessional from Tolko Indus-
tries. A forestry student from
Vancouver Island University
(formerly Malaspina University
College) has been hired for the
spring and summer months to
visit schools, parks, camps
and community events. The
first tour will see the van trav-
elling to schools in the Thomp-
son and Gold Trail School Dis-
tricts, followed by a trip to the
West Kootenay for Kaslo's
Logger Sports Days and visits
to elementary schools in the
Trail and Castlegar area. Other
destinations such as
Okanagan Provincial camp-
grounds, children's camps
such as Silver Lake Kids Camp
in Peachland and the Boys and
Girls Club and numerous other
Southern Interior events will
keep the van's student opera-
tor on the road as he tours and
educates about our forests
and BC's forest industry.

This year's Forestry Week
2009 lesson, "The Importance
of our Community Water-
sheds", was successfully pre-

sented to approximately 3800
elementary students by thirty
volunteer forest professionals
at schools around the Thomp-
son Forest Education zone. The
watershed lesson presentation
was developed as a joint project
by Thompson, Okanagan/
Columbia and COFI forest edu-
cators and will be posted on the
Learn Forestry website for
teachers to access for use in
their classrooms. A new water-
shed poster developed by COFI
South Forest Education as a
visual resource to accompany
the lesson will also be put onto
the Learn Forestry site.

In the East Kootenay, the
Yes2IT trades event will take
place May 20 & 21 at the two
campuses of the College of the
Rockies in Cranbrook, designed
to focus the attention of Gr. 9
students on trades career op-
portunities. A joint initiative of
the Industry Training Authority
(ITA) and the Ministry of Educa-

tion, partners include Tembec,
Elk Valley Coal, COTR, the ITA,
the Resource Training Authority
and the three local school dis-
tricts in the East Kootenay. Last
year, forty students attended
from three schools over one
day, while this year's event has
been expanded to two days with
ninety Gr. 9 students attending
from 10 schools in the three
school districts. Each day will
begin with multi-media presen-
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tations and guest speakers at
the main campus, followed by
rotations through electric, weld-
ing and carpentry stations and
tours of the heavy duty/
transport mechanics, planermill
and timber framing shops. A fun
skills competition and barbeque
at the College will conclude each
day's agenda.

The Learn Forestry News will
soon have its June edition
posted online, showcasing
events, programs, resources and
activities related to forest educa-
tion around Western Canada. To
access the latest edition, as well
as past newsletters and new
forest education teaching re-
sources, go to
www.learnforestry.com.

For further information on South-
ern Interior Forest Education,
please contact Debbie Bazett by
phone at (250) 860-9663 or by
email: bazett@cofi.org.
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Northern Bioenergy Partnership Hosts Forum

The newly formed Northern Bio-
energy Partnership hosted a one-
day Northern Bioenergy Forum
on May 5, 2009. Held at UNBC
and attended by over 80 partici-
pants from across Canada, the
forum combined information
exchange with strategic discus-
sion amongst program partici-
pants, wrapped up by a summary
and call to action for further de-
velopment of a bioenergy cluster
in Northern British Columbia.

“Northern BC has the potential to
be a national bioenergy centre,”
states UNBC President, Dr.
Charles Jago. “This regjon is al-
ready home to many businesses
and institutions engaged in bio-
energy research, development,
manufacturing and engineering.

BC Bioenergy Network Conference Brings Together

Together, we are responding to a
growing demand for renewable
energy and there is a terrific
opportunity to build on our exist-
ing strengths and create a world-
class, knowledge-based bio-
energy cluster in Northern British
Columbia.“

Leaders in the bioenergy sector
from business, government, First
Nations, academia and financial
sectors met to discuss proven
and emerging technologies; criti-
cal success factors for the
growth of the industry; the role of
partnerships, and the strategic
importance of strengthening the
bioenergy cluster in Prince
George in order to grow a world-
class bioenergy industry in North-
ern British Columbia.

Speakers and participants
were from companies leading
the development of a bio-
energy cluster and included
Nexterra, Deltech Manufactur-
ing, Alterna Energy and All-
north Engineering. The key-
note speaker was Dr. Fer-
nando Preto, Group Leader for
Biomass Conversion, CANMET
Technology Centre - Natural
Resources Canada and clos-
ing remarks were delivered by
Michael Weedon, CEO of the
BC Bioenergy Network and
Mossadiq S. Umedaly, BC
Hydro Chair.

Tim McEwan, President and
CEO of Initiatives Prince
George comments, “The cali-
ber of participants at this fo-
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rum speaks to the potential for
the development of a world-
class, leading-edge bioenergy
industry in Northern British
Columbia with Prince George
at its centre.”

For more information on the
Bioenergy Forum, visit
www.businesspg.com.

The Northern Bioenergy Part-
nership is currently made up
of executive leadership from
the Aboriginal Business and
Community Development Cen-
tre, CNC, Initiatives Prince
George, Innovation Resource
Centre, National Research
Council, Northern Develop-
ment Initiative Trust and
UNBC.

Government,

Industry and Research Leaders to Discuss Future of Bioenergy in

BC

On May 15, the BC Bioenergy
Network (BCBN), a provincially-
funded industry-led leader sup-
porting the growing bioenergy
sector in British Columbia
brought together leading bio-
energy experts and stakeholders
to discuss the future of the bio-
energy industry in British Colum-
bia. The conference focused on
three main themes:

o  Key developments and
trends in bioenergy

e Successful Canadian, US,
and European collabora-
tions and models of en-
gagement with industry,
research, and government

e The opportunities, chal-
lenges, and requirements to
build a world class bio-
energy industry in BC

“This conference was timely
given the need to re-energize the
forest sector in BC, the debate
on effective clean energy policy
in BC, and the global growth in
bioenergy technologies and
products.” stated John Allan,
CEO of the Council of Forest

Industries (COFI) and Chair of
the BC Bioenergy Network. “We
are pleased to have brought
together bioenergy leaders from
BC, the US, and Europe. One
thing is very clear - there is ex-
citement about the opportunities
for our forest and technology
companies and the contribution
that bioenergy can make to
greenhouse gas reduction.”

Since its creation in April 2008
the BC Bioenergy Network has
embarked on an ambitious plan
to make BC the leader in bio-
energy innovation in North Amer-
ica. “l am pleased that during
the last 6 months the BC Bio-
energy network has been able to
help bring together key industry,
research and government stake-
holders to create a very positive
business environment for the
bioenergy industry in BC” stated
Michael Weedon, Executive Di-
rector of the BC Bioenergy Net-
work. “Our focus going forward
will be to support further pilot to
full scale technology develop-
ment, demonstration, and prod-
uct commercialization, in par-

ticular those which are willing
to share their economic and
environmental benefits.”

In the past 6 months the BC
Bioenergy network has sup-
plied over $5.41 million dol-
lars in funding that leveraged
over $65.5 million of invest-
ment in the bioenergy industry
in BC.

Established in April 2008 with
a $25 million grant from the
BC government, the BC Bio-
energy Network is an industry-
led association that acts as a
catalyst for deploying near-
term bioenergy technologies
and organizing mission-driven
research for the development
and demonstration of new
bioenergy technologies that
are environmentally appropri-
ate for the province of BC.
Based on a recently-held fo-
cus group, BCBN identified
the following technology areas
requiring funding support:
solid wood residues, pulp and
paper residues, harvesting
and pelleting, agriculture resi-

dues, municipal wastewater,
municipal landfill waste, mu-
nicipal solid waste, and com-
munity heating-electricity
greenhouse systems. BC is
well positioned to become a
major player in the global bio-
energy sector. The province is
steward to one of the largest
forested areas in the world,
and a leader in biomass to
value-added wood products.

The BC Bioenergy Network will
provide the leadership to
make BC a world leader in
developing and marketing
wood-to-bioenergy and other
bioenergy technologies.

For more information about
the BCBN, visit
www.bcbioenergy.ca.
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Nominate Your Community to be the
2010 Forest Capital of BC

The Forest Capital program provides
an important opportunity to cele-
brate the economic, cultural, natu-
ral and historic contributions forests
make to community life and the
health of the province. Our forests
are important to every community in
BC. It's a heritage we take pride in
and celebrate.

Nominations are accepted from
May to mid-November 2009.

For more information go to the web-
site: www.abcfp.ca/about_us/
affiliated_programs/
forest_capital_of_bc.asp.

Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006

For information about SLA 2006
please see the following websites:

Government of Canada:
www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/eicb/softwood/menu-
en.asp

Government of BC:
www.for.gov.bc.ca/HET/softwood

A Publication of the Council of
Forest Industries.
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Public Encouraged to Play it Safe With Fires

Ministry of Forests and
Range is asking British Co-
lumbians to be vigilant with
campfires and other open
burning during the upcoming
holiday and camping season.
Individuals should ensure
they are burning in a safe
manner.

Since April 1, fire crews have
responded to 285 fires
across the province, of which
more than 98 per cent were
human-caused.

Although temperatures for
most of the province have
been cooler than normal this

spring, it takes only a few
days of warm weather to dry
out grasses and forest fuels.

Individuals considering open
burning are advised to check
with local authorities to see if
restrictions are in place.
When conducting backyard
burning, always ensure
enough water, people and
tools are available to prevent
the fire from escaping.

Campers should never leave
their campfires unattended.

Always have water and hand
tools ready to prevent flames
from escaping. To extinguish

a campfire, saturate it with water
until the ashes are completely
cold to the touch.

Fire seasons are starting earlier
and lasting longer, making it
more important than ever for the
public to help prevent fires.

For the latest information on
fire bans, fire danger ratings
and weather information,
visit the B.C. Wildfire Man-
agement website at
www.bcwildfire.ca. Please
report all grass and forest
fires to 1-800-663-5555 or
*5555 on the cellular net-
work.

Canada Wood Featured on China National
Television — Anniversary of Sichuan Earthquake

Steve Ross, Canada Wood
Director of Training and
Quality Services, gained na-
tional attention on China's
Major Television Network
news station CCTV for his
work in rebuilding Sichuan
region. The CCTV broadcast
was viewed by more than
250 million Chinese.

In honour of COFI staff and ex-staff battling cancer COFI Northern Operations staff, family and

Canadian Media icon
"Dashan" AKA Mark Row-
swell, dubbed "the most fa-
mous foreigner in China"
publicly acknowledged the
work of Canada Wood's Si-
chuan rebuilding efforts on

National Chinese television at

the "Wenchuan 5 12 Earth-
quake Anniversary Event"
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sanshing Gr

watched by over 300 million Chi-
nese.

To view these videos go to the
Canada Wood website:
www.canadawood.org.

friends came together as the “R&B Sunshine Crew” to raise over $2,000 for the Canadian Cancer
Society’s 24 hour “Relay for Life” event in Prince George.



