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Lumber Prices: SPF R/L 2X4 $US

Week of September 14 188

Previous Week 182
Previous Month 200
Year Ago 231

Source: Madison’s Canadian Lum-
ber Reporter
(www.madisonsreport.com)

BC Forest Safety Council: your one
stop shop for safety information

To help you stay on top of the latest
safety tools, trends and best prac-
tices, the BC Forest Safety Council
has developed and collected safety
information and resources from
around the province and beyond.

On their website, you'll find materials
to read, download and share - from
alerts to videos to safety forms - that
will help make your company safer.

For more information go to the web-

site: www.bcforestsafe.org and click
on Safety Info & Tools.
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President’s Memo

The forest industry supports
the HST as required economic
and tax policy that will provide
British Columbia with signifi-
cant long term benefits ...but
let me deal with some specif-
ics.

As we all know, our industry is
in its most severe economic
downturn and financial crisis
on record. With our depend-
ency on the US housing market
for lumber sales, the beginning
of the industry downturn in
2006 led the recession by
about two years. And we have
a long way to go - about two
more years - until we see signs
of recovery.

For a considerable period our
BC companies have seen, and
will continue to see, significant
financial losses - everyone is
losing money, literally burning
cash as we operate at about
50% of capacity. In response,
Government and industry costs
have been wrung out of the
system in an effort to survive
this recession. However, the
Softwood Lumber Agreement
prohibits government subsidies
and other similar forms of as-
sistance that might be pro-
vided other sectors.

We compete in the global mar-
ket place. If we do not keep
our costs down our companies
will not survive and the jobs of
thousands of people and the
economies of dozens of com-

munities will be put at risk.
The forest industry has
proven to be strong and resil-
ient. We have efficient mills
and highly skilled employees
and we will continue to em-
ploy thousands of workers in
dozens of communities.
Given the right conditions we
will continue to invest millions
of dollars in technology and
productivity improvements to
remain competitive in world
markets. We are aggressively
diversifying by seeking new
markets in Asia and the cli-
mate change agenda pro-
vides us with an ideal oppor-
tunity to prove that wood is
the preferred building mate-
rial of choice. As we emerge
from the recession it is critical
that we rebuild our lost mar-
kets - but the competition
will be fierce.

The HST will prove to be per-
haps the most critical tax
policy change the government
could introduce to assist in
recovery in the short term and
to ensure we remain competi-
tive in the long term. For the
forest sector the HST:

e immediately lowers operat-
ing costs and preserves
cash flow;

e helps preserve existing jobs
and working family in-
comes;

e assists in economic recov-
ery;
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e improves competitiveness;
e encourages investment and
job creation in the longer

term;
e is compliant with the Soft-
wood Lumber Agreement.

In summary, the forest indus-
try welcomes the introduction
of the HST. Itis not only good
for our companies but in turn
good for our employees, our
suppliers and the communi-
ties in which we operate.

And a final thought that
seems to be missed in this
debate. Company employees
are consumers. And the peo-
ple working for our suppliers
are all consumers. But your
ability to be a consumer is
certainly compromised if you
don’t have a job. Make no
mistake, it is this type of gov-
ernment action that will help
preserve the jobs we have
and assist in future job crea-
tion.

John Allan

Seismic Test Verifies Mid-rise Wood Building

Safety

A unique earthquake simula-
tion has shown that taller
wood-frame buildings can per-
form safely in a major earth-
quake.

Earthquake engineering re-
searchers examined the seis-

mic performance of a full-
size, six-storey wood building
on the world’s largest shake
table at a facility in Miki City,
Japan. The structure was
built from B.C. forest prod-
ucts using construction tech-
niques commonly used in
Canada.

The research project simulated
ground shakings modelled on
the Northridge earthquake,
which caused major damage in
the Los Angeles area in 1994.
The strongest test simulated
an earthquake expected to
occur once every 2,500 years.
(continued on page 2)
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Seismic Test Verifies Mid-rise Wood Building Safety (cont’d.)

The building was shaken for
about 40 seconds with a force
stronger than both the 1995
Kobe and 2001 Seattle earth-
quakes.

The project was led by the Net-

work for Earthquake Engineering
Simulation, a group of 15 univer-
sity labs across the U.S. working

together on earthquake engi-
neering research and educa-
tion to reduce earthquake
risks. Lumber and panelling
used to build the test structure
was provided by Forestry Inno-
vation Investment, the Prov-
ince’s international marketing
agency for B.C. forest prod-
ucts. FPInnovations-Forintek,

ment website at
www.hsd.gov.bc.ca/video/
wood_shake.html.

Canada’s largest wood products
research centre, provided tech-
nical advice on the project.

Video of the shake table test is
available in the Ministry of For-
ests and Range’s media room
www.for.gov.bc.ca/pab/media,
as well as on the Ministry of
Housing and Social Develop-

75th Anniversary —Congratulations to Wells, BC

The Council of Forest Industries
was pleased recently to present
the community of Wells with a
handsome, carbon sequestering
wooden plaque to commemo-
rate the 75t anniversary of the
establishment of Wells. In addi-
tion to celebrating this impor-
tant milestone the plaque will
serve as an ongoing reminder of
the important relationship be-
tween the forest industry and
the resource communities in
which we all live, play and work.

Part of COFI's mandate is to
build on our Industry’s good

relationships with communi-
ties. Through the community
relations program COFI seeks
out opportunities to establish
and build on existing commu-
nity partnerships and help
communities understand the
challenges and opportunities
facing the forest industry. In
turn, the communities provide
insight with respect to their
needs, concerns, and aspira-
tions. Through open lines of
communication we can com-
bine strengths to achieve our
common goals.

For more information
contact Doug
Routledge, Vice Presi-
dent Forestry and
Northern Operations by
phone at: (250) 564-
5136 or by email at:
routledge@cofi.org.

Acting Mayor Aleta Wallace of the District of
Wells receives a commemorative plaque
from Doug Routledge, COFI. Assisting in
presenting are Larry Gardner, West Fraser
(L), and Russ Martin, Canfor (R).

Mitsui Homes Canada (Langley) Celebrates 15 Years

Princeton - Mitsui Homes Can-
ada’s Langley operation com-
memorated their 15t anniver-
sary in a very special way. On
June 19t Mitsui staff planted
540 trees on an area managed
and harvested by Weyerhaeuser.

Under nice but not too hot
weather conditions, Trenna
MacLeod, Silviculture Forester
for Weyerhaeuser, provided the
crew with proper tree planting
equipment, a safety orientation

and training on how to plant
trees. “l was impressed with
Mitsui’s determination to plant
all of the available trees, de-
spite the difficult rocky and
challenging ground conditions”
noted Trenna.

Planting some trees them-
selves, Mitsui Homes Canada
General Manager Jun Mori and
outgoing General Manager
Atsushi Okumura expressed
appreciation of Weyer-
haeuser’s hospitality in hosting
the event, noting that it was a
meaningful way of connecting
their customers and employ-
ees to a valued supplier and
the land on which the trees are
grown. “Maintaining relation-
ships is very important” said
Jun Mori.

tion provided both our compa-
nies an excellent opportunity to
strengthen this relationship by
giving back to the forest which
we depend on for our success”
said Bill.

Along with Trenna, Weyer-
haeuser was also represented
by Product Supply Manager
Denis Thibert, Sawmill Manager
Jeff Larsen, and Export Sales
Manager Bill Gysel.

For more information, contact
Steve Kozuki by phone at:
(250) 614-4351 or by email at:
kozuki@cofi.org.

“Weyerhaeuser and its Prince-
ton Sawmill Operation were
both pleased and honoured to
participate in the Mitsui Homes
Canada 15th Anniversary Tree
Planting Celebration.
As a key strategic cus-
tomer, Weyerhaeuser
has enjoyed a very
strong and mutually
beneficial customer
relationship with Mitsui
Homes Canada and its
parent Mitsui Home
Company in Japan for
over 30 years. The
Tree Planting Celebra-
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Quick Win Efforts to Benefit Forest Service and Industry

Prince George and Kelowna -
Scores of teams are developing
and implementing efficiency
measures that will assist both
the forest industry and the Minis-
try of Forests and Range (MFR) in
weathering the current economic
downturn. With government reve-
nues significantly down and in-
dustry experiencing negative
profitability, the motivation for
cooperation and joint collabora-
tion has never been higher.

Working at the MFR regional and
forest district level, the teams are
initially focused identifying ways

to improve business process
certainty, reducing process time-
lines, and in many cases simply
sharing knowledge. These first
rounds of “quick wins” do not
require any legislative change.
One example is where licensees
do not wish to pay rental fees/
deposits for Special Use Permits
they no longer need (perhaps a
gravel pit), they are encouraged
to request cancellation of that
permit, and the MFR has com-
mitted to responding to that re-
quest within 60 snow-free days
(enough time to allow for envi-

ronmental and safety inspec-
tions).

Once the quick wins are in
place for the start up of sum-
mer harvest operations, the
teams will turn their minds to
medium and long-term wins.
These measures involve more
complexity and/or could re-
quire legislative or policy
change.

The teams have been
coached to firstly agree on a
desired outcome, so as to
ensure everyone is pulling in

the same direction. They then
consider all the available op-
tions that would achieve that
desired outcome and consider
the respective pros and cons
for each option. A very impor-
tant requirement is that all
implemented measures must
continue to safeguard environ-
mental values and financial
integrity.

For more information, contact
Steve Kozuki at by phone at:
(250) 564-5136 or by email
at: kozuki@cofi.org.

Celebrating National Forest Week with Future Forest Professionals

This week is National Forest
Week (September 20 to 26).
National Forest Week is a time
to reflect on the important role
that forests play in our daily lives
and to celebrate Canadians'
connection to the forest.

The Association of BC Forest
Professionals is celebrating by
giving away START subscriptions
and co-hosting an art contest.
During National Forest Week,
high school and post-secondary
students can sign up for a free

START subscription which gets
them the BC Forest Professional
magazine, The Increment e-
newsletter and fee discounts for
some ABCFP training events
including ExpoFor.

Visit the START page of the
ACBCFP website for an applica-
tion form and to learn more
about the START program.
Also, the ABCFP is working with
the Truck Loggers Association
(TLA) and the BC Forest Safety
Council to present the now an-

nual children’s art contest.
Children are asked to draw a
picture of what the forest
means to them. Judges from
all three organizations pick a
winner in each of three age
groups. The winners receive a
$50 Chapters gift card and
the winners’ pictures are
printed in BC Forest Profes-
sional and the TLA magazine
as well as on the websites.
Children of members are en-
couraged to enter the contest.
Look for the art contest form

2009 Prince George Community Dinner

w

COFI President, John Allan wel-
comed over 200 delegates to the
13t Annual Prince George Re-
gion Community Dinner on Sep-
tember 17t and expressed ap-
preciation to Finning and RBC
Royal Bank for their co-
sponsorship of this year’'s COFI
community dinner.

Guests comprised of municipal
government, First Nations, com-
munity and business leaders as
well as local college and univer-
sity students from the forestry,
natural resource and business
programs networked and met
senior forest industry representa-
tives during the reception and
over dinner.

Prince George Mayor Dan Rogers
opened the program by welcom-

ing municipal leaders, attendees
and guest speaker, Hon. Pat Bell

to Prince George.

Ken Higginbotham, Chair of the
Council of Forest Industries in-
troduced the Hon. Pat Bell, Min-
ister of Forests and Range as
the evening’s keynote speaker.
Minister Bell spoke about the
benefits of the HST to the for-
estry sector in lowering the tax
and administrative burden and
thus improving industry’s com-
petitiveness. He also spoke
about his Ministry’s four key
priorities:

(1) improving utilization, (2) fur-
ther developing the China mar-
ket for wood products, (3) grow-
ing more trees intensively, and
(4) the province’s Wood First

Program for public buildings in
BC.

Minister Bell also talked about
measure that could be taken
to “fill the allowable annual
harvest gap” that faces those
areas hit by the MPB epi-
demic.

Minister Bell also announced
the release of the new forest

in the September/October
issue of BCFP or download it
from the website. Teachers
are welcome to send entries
from an entire class so please
feel free to pass the contest
information on to any friends
or colleagues who are teach-
ers.

For more information about
START and the colouring con-
test visit the ABCFP website:
www.abcfp.ca/about_us/
news_events/

education teaching
kits “Climate Change
and Our Forests” de-
veloped in partnership
with Forestry Innova-
tion Investment and
COFI discussed in

N more detail in another
| article in this newslet-
ter.

Minister Bell was well received
by attendees, many of whom
stayed after the formal ad-
dress to mingle and speak to
the Minister informally.

For more information please
contact Doug Routledge, Vice
President Forestry and North-
ern Operations by phone at:
(250) 564-5136 or by email
at: routledge@cofi.org.
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BC is a Forest Certification Leader

In January 2009, British Columbia
had 54.3 million hectares (more
than 134.3 million acres) certified to
at least one of three third-party certi-
fication programs - the Canadian
Standards Association’s Sustainable
Forest Management Standard, the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative or the
Forest Stewardship Council. It has
more certified land than any other
jurisdiction in the world, with the
exception of all of Canada.

The amount of land certified in Brit-
ish Columbia has grown rapidly
since May 1999 when 210,000
hectares (519,000 acres) on north-
ern Vancouver Island were certified.

For more information go to:
www.certificationcanada.org

Softwood Lumber Agreement 2006

For information about SLA 2006
please see the following websites:

Government of Canada:

www.dfait-
maeci.gc.ca/eicb/softwood/menu-
en.asp

Government of BC:
www.for.gov.bc.ca/HET/softwood

A Publication of the Council of
Forest Industries.

COFl—Vancouver

Suite 1501-700 West Pender St.
Pender Place | Business Building
Vancouver, B.C. V6C 1G8
Phone: (604)684-0211

Fax: (604) 687-4930

COFI—North

#400—1488 Fourth Avenue
Prince George, BC V2L 4Y2
Phone: (250)564-5136
Fax: (250) 564-3588

COFI—South
360—1855 Kirschner Road
Kelowna, BC V1Y 4N7

Phone: (250) 860-9663
Fax: (250) 860-0009
E-mail: info@cofi.org

Website: www.cofi.org

Editor: Anne Mauch
Desktop Publishing: Anne Ho
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Minister Announces the Release of New
COFI—FII Climate Change and Forests
Teaching Resources

Minister of Forests and
Range, Pat Bell and COFI
Forest Education Manager,
Chris Lear were joined by
some 75 grade 5,6 and 7
students and their teachers
at Harwin Elementary School
in Prince George to an-
nounce the release of two
new teaching resources on
climate change and BC's
forests.

The two resource kits, Cli-
mate Change and our For-
ests for elementary teachers
and Climate Change, Our
Forest, Our Future for secon-
dary students were devel-
oped by COFIl in partnership
with Forest Innovation In-
vestment. The kits provide
teachers with new tools to
help students learn about
the impact of climate change
on our environment and how
our forests and its wood
products are vital to mitigat-
ing those effects. Each re-
source kit includes lesson
plans, narrated PowerPoint,
teacher background informa-
tion and exciting activities
where students can calcu-
late the carbon footprint of
their school and home, dis-

cuss the benefits of building
with wood, design their own
climate change machine and
learn how they can personally
take action to tackle climate
change.

The new teaching resources
are being distributed free to
all schools throughout BC.
COFI and FIl have previously
partnered on three other
teaching resource kits that
are still used through the
province - British Columbia’s
Mountain Pine Beetle: an
Intermediate Teacher’s Re-
source, B.C.’s Mountain Pine
Beetle - Today and Tomor-
row: A Secondary Teacher’s
Resource, and B.C. Forest
Products for the World: A
Secondary Teacher’s Re-
source.

For more information please
contact Chris Lear, Manager,
Forest Education, Northern Op-
erations by phone at: (250) 564-
5136 or by email at
lear@cofi.org.

Minister of Forests and Range, Pat
Bell, COFI Forest Education Man-
ager Chris Lear and students from
Harwin Elementary School in
Prince George plant seedlings.

(left) - Grade 5, 6 and 7 teach-
ers at Harwin Elementary
School in Prince George re-
ceive their Climate Change
and our Forests teaching kits
from Minister of Forests and
Range Pat Bell and COFI For-
est Education Manager Chris
Lear.

Nominate Your Community to be the 2010
Forest Capital of B.C.

Every year, the Association of
BC Forest Professionals selects
one community to be the Forest
Capital of BC. The winning com-
munity carries the title for a full
year—from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31.

The Forest Capital program,
established in 1988, provides
an important opportunity to
celebrate the economic, cul-
tural, natural and historic con-
tributions forests make to com-
munity life and the health of the
province. Our forests are impor-

tant to every community in BC.

It's a heritage we take pride in
and celebrate.

Communities named the For-
est Capital host a full year of
forest-themed events such as
art competitions, interpretive
forest walks and logger sports
shows. Every community in BC
is eligible to be nominated.

Nominations are accepted
from May to mid-November
2009.

For more information go to
the web site:
www.abcfp.ca/about_us/affili
ated_programs/forest_capital
_of_bc.asp.



